
SPILL PREVENTION & 
EMERGENCY CLEANUP PLAN
(SPECP)
MANAGING “HAZARDOUS” MATERIALS ON SITE!



SPECP PLAN 
SHOULD 
INCLUDE:
PROJECT SITE INFORMATION

• SITE FLOW

• DISTANCE TO 
RECEIVING WATERS

• IDENTIFY ANY        
PRE-EXISTING 
CONTAMINATION



SPECP PLAN SHOULD 
INCLUDE:

• POTENTIAL POLLUTANT SOURCES

• LIQUID AND DRY MATERIALS LISTS AND 
LOCATIONS

• MATERIAL HANDLING PROCEDURE

• STORAGE REQUIREMENTS



SPECP PLAN SHOULD 
INCLUDE:

SPILL RESPONSE PERSONNEL

• IDENTIFICATION OF DEDICATED PERSON(S) TO 
RESPOND

• TRAINING SCHEDULE

SPILL RESPONSE BMPS

• LIST OF ALL BMPS AND SPILL KITS AND THEIR 
LOCATIONS

• A LIST OF THE CLEANUP EQUIPMENT AND 
PROCEDURES



SPILL CONTAINMENT VS.            
SPILL CONTROL 

SIMILAR TO EROSION VS. SEDIMENT CONTROL



SECONDARY CONTAINMENT
• THE CONTAINMENT SYSTEM MUST HAVE SUFFICIENT CAPACITY TO CONTAIN 

10% OF THE TOTAL VOLUME OF ALL CONTAINERS OR 110% THE VOLUME OF 
THE LARGEST CONTAINER, WHICHEVER IS GREATER.

55 gal drum X 4 = 220 gallons X 10% = 22 gal
- OR –

55 gallon drum  X  110%  =  62 gal



SPILL 
CONTROL

• NUMBER ONE GOAL:  
MINIMIZE THE IMPACT 
OF THE SPILL

• HUMAN HEALTH 
AND SAFETY

• CONTAINMENT

• PROTECT WATER



CONTAIN 
THE SPILL

• USE WHAT IS AROUND YOU 
TO PREVENT SPILL FROM 
EXPANDING

• SPILL KIT  - NOT JUST KITTY 
LITTER

• PROTECT OR SEAL INLETS / 
CATCHBASINS



CLEAN UP 
THE SPILL

• KNOW THE POLLUTANT

• KNOW YOUR SORBENTS

• KNOW DISPOSAL 

• DO NOT PUT YOURSELF 
OR OTHER PEOPLE AT 
HEALTH RISK 



SORBENT DIFFERENTIATION

ABSORPTION VS. ADSORPTION

ABSORB
something is taken into a medium, and disappears as a 

consequence 

Why Care?
Hydrocarbon capture and re-use
Disposal of saturated sorbents

Re-suspension of sorbed pollutants

ADSORB
something gets stuck onto the surface of a medium

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Activated_Carbon.jpg


SPILL LOG

• DATE

• TIME

• AMOUNT

• LOCATION

• IDENTIFY MATERIAL

• REASON FOR SPILL

• DATE/TIME OF CLEAN 
UP COMPLETED

• NOTIFICATIONS MADE

• STAFF INVOLVED

• DISPOSAL





BREAK
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